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of] your bones, we shall escape from his hand, otherwise it will
be difficult to escape; because without a weapon of your bone,
he in no wise will be killed.' Maharaj ! on hearing these words,
Dadhichi, having caused his body to be licked by a cow, extracted
his thigh bone and gave it. The gods took it, and formed a
thunderbolt from that bone; and Dadhichi having lost his life,
obtained a dwelling in Vaikunth.

Such were the boundless givers, whose fame is celebrated in
the world."

Raja! having spoken thus, S'ri Krishna Chand Ji said to
Jarasandha, "Maharaj! as in other former ages there were
magnanimous liberal sovereigns, so now, in these times, are
you. As formerly they fulfilled the desires of suppliants, so do
you now fulfil our hopes.

It has been said, What has not a suppliant   asked ?   what

would not a liberal man give ?
He is not covetous of house, son, or wife; he gives body and

head, and acquires renown."

As soon as these remarks issued from the mouth of the Lord,
Jarasandha said, "The suppliant feels not the pain of the giver,
still the liberal and constant abandons not his nature; whether
he obtains in it happiness or misery. Lo! Hari, deceitfully
becoming a dwarf, went to Raja Bali and asked three paces of
ground. Then S'ukra1 cautioned Bali; still the king did not go.
from his promise.

He gave the earth, along with his body;  he has become

famous in the world;
What fame has the beggar Vishnu acquired ?    Having taken

all, he still acted perversely.

Hence do you first declare your name and purpose, then I
will give what you shall ask. I am not speaking falsely." S'ri
Krishna Chand said, "Raja! we are soldiers; my name is Vasudev.
You know me very well. These two are Arjuna and Bhima, my
paternal cousins. We are come to fight with you; please fight
with us; we are come to ask this only; we ask nothing else."
Maharaj ! having heard this from S'ri Krishna Chand Ji, Jara-
sandha laughingly said, " Why should I fight with thee ? thou
hast already fled from before me; nor will I fight with Arjuna
either, for he went to the Vidarbh country disguised as a female.
There remains Bhimasen; if you say so, I will fight with him; he
is my equal; no shame attaches to me in fighting with him.

First do you all eat food; afterwards fight in the wrestling

arena."
Having given them food, the king came forth, and sent to

call Bhimasen thither.

1 S'ukra is the planet Venus.